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Chalice Lighting
We are a continuum.  Just as we reach back to our ancestors for our fundamental values, so we, as guardians of that legacy, must reach ahead to our children and their children.  And we do so with a sense of sacredness in that reaching.


- Paul Tsongas

Check-In:
What’s going on in your life?

Readings:
I don’t know who my grandfather was;

I am much more concerned to know what his grandson will be.


- Abraham Lincoln

Do well and you will have no need for ancestors.


- Voltaire

Some people are your relatives but others are your ancestors, and you choose the ones you want to have as ancestors.  You create yourself out of those values.


- Ralph Ellison

We are our grandmothers’ prayers and we are our grandfathers’ dreamings,

we are the breath of our ancestors, we are the spirit of God.


- Ysaye Barnwell, from We Are... (Hymn #1051)

When you start about family, about lineage and ancestry,

you are talking about every person on earth.


- Alex Haley

The man who has nothing to boast of but his illustrious ancestry is like the potato - the best part under ground.


- Thomas Overbury

Questions:
1. What spoke to you from the readings or the theme packet (tinyurl.com/UUFNThemes)?

2. How is the spiritual practice going for you?  What ritual or tradition needs to be brought back?

3. Who are some people you consider ancestors (related or not)?

4. What wisdom of the elders have you ignored at your peril?

5. How are your ancestors speaking today?  Are you making the time to listen?

6. What ancestry are you hoping to leave for those who come after you?

Check-Out:
One sentence on “likes and wishes” from the session.

Closing:
And now, may we have faith in life to do wise planting that the generations to come may reap even more abundantly than we.  May we be bold to bringing to fruition the golden dreams of human kinship and justice.  Thus we ask that fields of promise become fields of reality.


- V. Emil Gudmundson
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The November Soul Matters packet states, “Being a people of ancestry means passing on traditions.”  (Remember, the packets are a resource which offer more insight into our ministry themes and they can be found here: http://tinyurl.com/UUFNThemes.)  But more and more in our culture we are interested in new things and might forget the value of having traditions.  Tradition is comforting, meaningful and powerful.  Tradition is having a background to be proud of and feel comforted by.  The spiritual practice for November is to bring back a tradition which your family used to have, or to adopt a new tradition to pass on into the future.  For more inspiration, see http://tinyurl.com/tradition2015.
