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SMALL GROUP MINISTRY 
Christmas and Hanukkah

Main Line Unitarian Church, Devon, PA
Opening Words & Chalice Lighting:

And the dream is still alive

From that first December morning

And it always will survive

As long as we can see

That the dreams that we find in life

And the dreams we tend to seek

And Christmas has its promises to keep
~ Trans-Siberian Orchestra - “Promises to Keep” on Christmas Eve and Other Stories
Check-In / Sharing:  What’s on your mind today?  

Focus Readings:

“We gather around the Chanukah menorah

To light the candles and remember:


The darkness of King Antiochus,

The triumph of the lights of the Maccabees,

The brilliant light of our sun at dawn,

And the light within ourselves.”

~ Chanukah Menorah” by Edward Engelman

        “The practice for me has been, on each night of Hanukkah, that candle that is burning represents a particular temple in my energy body.  So the task of that day, is to take that aspect, to go in to the inner temple of that aspect to explore it, to find out where the desecration is, what needs fixing ‘tikkun’, repair in there, to do what needs to be done to face it, to clear it, to purify that center and to rededicate it.”

~ Rabbi Shefa Gold
“Time was with most of us, when Christmas Day, encircling all our limited world like a magic ring, left nothing out for us to miss or seek; bound together all our home enjoyments, affections, and hopes; grouped everything and everyone round the Christmas fire, and made the little picture shining in our bright young eyes complete.”

~ Charles Dickens

“I stopped believing in Santa Claus when I was six. Mother took me to see him in a department store and he asked for my autograph.”

~ Shirley Temple

“All over this nation and all over this world there are families pulling silly little things out of boxes, things their children made long ago, things that mercilessly were never destroyed.  Families are telling stories only they can appreciate.  Families are being families in all their delightful idiosyncrasies.”

~ Rev. Vanessa Rush Southern, UU minister

“He who has no Christmas in his heart will never find Christmas under a tree.”

~ Sunshine Magazine, quarterly publication of the Methodist Children’s Home

Focus Questions: 

1. What is an early childhood holiday memory that stands out for you and why?

2. What was the best gift you ever received and why?

3. How does your family handle the gift giving of these holidays?

4. What is an occurrence that is particularly memorable of a gift that you gave to someone?

5. What is the most important aspect of this holiday season to you, how is it spiritual?

Check-out /Likes & Wishes:  How are you feeling after this session?
Closing Words & Extinguishing the Chalice:

“He sprang to his sleigh, 
To his team gave a whistle,

And away they all flew

Like the down of a thistle.

But I heard him exclaim

As he drove out of sight,

‘Merry Christmas to All,

And to all a Good Night!”

~ Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol
