SMALL GROUP MINISTRY

GREED

Glenn Turner, First UU Church, Auburn, ME

OPENING WORDS & CHALICE LIGHTING:I

In 1833, Alexander Pushkin wrote a poem very similar to the Grimm fairy tale about “The Fisherman and His Wife.”  In Pushkin¹s poem, “an old man and woman have been living poorly for many years. They have a small hut, and every day the man goes out to fish. One day, he throws in his net and pulls out seaweed two times in succession, but on the third time he pulls out a golden fish. The fish pleads for its life, promising any wish in return. However, the old man does not want anything, and lets the fish go. When he returns and tells his wife about the golden fish, she gets angry and tells her husband to go ask the fish for a new washboard (their washboard is broken), and the fish happily grants this small request. The next day, the wife asks for a new house, and the fish grants this also. Then, in succession, the wife asks for a palace, to become the ruler of her province, to become the tsarina, and finally to become the Ruler of Sea,  to subjugate the golden fish completely to her boundless will. As the man goes to ask for each item, the sea becomes more and more stormy, until the last request, where the man can hardly hear himself think. When he asks that his wife be made the Ruler of the Sea, the fish cures her greed by putting her back in the old cottage and giving back the broken washboard. The moral of the story is: do not get too greedy, or you will end up with nothing.”  - synopsis from Wikipedia

CHECK IN:  (40 - 50 minutes)

What you share may be about your physical or spiritual health, cares or concerns for loved ones, issues you are facing.

Each person in the group speaks uninterrupted, if time remaining, general response and conversation is welcome.  Confidentiality.

FOCUS: ³Greed²

The “Grimm” news is that the consequences of the medieval sin of “Greed” is being reenacted today as the world economy threatens to leave us once again with a “broken washboard.” “Greed,” in the Middle Ages was a sin of excess. It shifted our focus from God to material things.  Also known as “Avarice,” greed could be seen as self-aggrandizement, theft, hoarding, or, let¹s say, credit card debt.  

Discussion:

Are there limits to the pursuit of personal gain?

To what extent, in our personal lives, are we touched by greed?

What is the opposite of greed?

LIKES AND WISHES

How did this session go for you?  Is there anything you¹d like to call particular attention to?

CLOSING WORDS:

A Modest Irish Blessing:

May there always be work for your hands to do.

May your purse always hold a coin or two.

May the sun always shine upon your window pane.

May a rainbow be certain to follow each rain.

May the hand of a friend always be near to you and

May God fill your heart with gladness to cheer you.
