Unitarian Universalist Small Group Ministry 
Home

Small Group Ministry Institute, The Mountain, August 2008
Opening Reading and Chalice Lighting   (stanza from Home Sweet Home, Stephen Foster)

Mid pleasures and palaces though I may roam,

Be it ever so humble, there is no place like home.

A charm from the sky seems to hallow us there,

Which seek thro’ the world, is ne’er met with elsewhere.

Check In: What do you need to leave behind to be fully present here?

Revisiting the Covenant (as needed)

Centering

Time to become intentionally calm, centered and present
(for example, breathing exercise)

Topic

Hear these words from A Place of Meeting, by Eileen B. Karpeles (#733)

Out of wood and stone, Out of dreams and sacrifice, the People build a home.

Out of the work of their hands and hearts and minds, the People fashion a symbol and a reality.

A home may be where you can trust one another so surely that you can dare to share the deep fires that burst into anger as much as the sweet spring waters that swell into laughter.

Questions to spur thoughts

What does home mean to you?

Is it a physical place? 

Where do you have to be to feel you are at home?

Have you ever felt homesick?

Check out

What are your likes and wishes about this session?

Closing   (song, Home Sweet Home—Stephen Foster)
To thee I return over burdened with care,

The hearts dearest solace will smile on me there.

No more from that cottage again will I roam,

Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like home.

