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Chalice or candle lighting or sound a chime (2 to 3 minutes for this and silence and opening words)

Moment of silence

OPENING WORDS 
May our time together bring learning, understanding, compassion, encouragement, and hope as we share about our life journeys and passions.
Check-in  (up to 20 to 30 minutes total with up to 2 to 3 minutes per person)

Topic and sharing (up to 70 minutes for readings, questions, a few minutes for reflection and making notes if desired, individual sharing, optional open discussion at the end if the group agrees, with an optional 5 minute break about midway in the session)

READINGS 

A true revolution of values will soon cause us to question the fairness and justice of many of our past and present policies. On the one hand, we are called to play the Good Samaritan on life's roadside, but that will be only an initial act. One day we must come to see that the whole Jericho Road must be transformed so that men and women will not be constantly beaten and robbed as they make their journey on life's highway. True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar. It comes to see that an edifice which produces beggars needs restructuring.

-Martin Luther King, Jr.
My life is my message.

-Gandhi
Until the great mass of the people shall be filled with the sense of responsibility for each other’s welfare social justice can never be attained.

-Helen Keller

We ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean. But if that drop was not in the ocean, I think the ocean would be less.

-Mother Teresa
I shall pass through this world but once.  Any good therefore that I can do, or any kindness that I can show to any human being, let me do it now.  Let me not defer nor neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.

-Author unknown

I am only one, but still I am one.  I cannot do everything, but still I can do something.  And because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do something that I can do.
-Edward Everett Hale
Questions (Please respond to whichever question or questions you feel moved to answer.  It is not necessary to respond to all of the questions.  You may also respond to any of the readings that you find to be particularly meaningful.)
1.  What work do I need to do within myself in order to be effective working for change in the world?
2.  What social justice issues are you most passionate about, and how did you develop those passions?

3.  In what ways have you tried to live out those passions?

4.  What has been your experience in working with people who are concerned about different social justice issues?  What lessons did you learn that could apply to UUCE?  

Sharing (up to 6 to 8 minutes each without interruption, depending on the time available, with optional open discussion at the end after all have shared)
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS (up to 5-10 minutes)

-Confirm next meeting date, time, location, and topic.

-Consider discussing the service project.

-Hand out or send by e-mail the SGM evaluation forms for the facilitator and the participants.  The forms are to be completed prior to or during the next, final, session, and turned in at that session.

-Other
Likes (celebrations, gratitudes, appreciations for needs met) and wishes (mournings, requests, acknowledgements of needs not met)/CHECK-OUT (a few words or phrases from each who wants to share, up to 5 minutes total)
Closing words (2 minutes for words, and closing)
That which is worthy of doing, create with your hands. That which is worthy of repeating, speak with a clear voice. That which is worthy of remembering, hold in your hearts. And that which is worthy of living, go and live it now.

-Steven J. Crump   

Extinguish the chalice or candle or sound a chime (and additional optional closing ritual if agreed to)

(Preparation for the facilitator.  Please bring the SGM Facilitator Training Manual, paper and writing implements, the lesson plan, and your calendar/date book.) 
Lesson plan prepared by the Small Group Ministry steering committee (Laura Adams; Dick Loescher, chair; Sandy Moses; Leora White) and Rev. Alicia Forsey 2/26/12
