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The Sweet Bird of Paradox

Chalice Lighting & Opening Reading:

	
	Niels Bohr

	How wonderful that we have met with a paradox.   Now we have some hope of making progress.




Discussion Topic/Deep Listening  

Philadelphia Inquirer editor Chris Satullo recently wrote about embracing what he terms “the sweet bird of paradox.”  He encourages us to see the value in accepting the complexity of life’s problems rather than opting for the easy solution of either/or.  Some of his examples:

· Bill Clinton should not have been impeached AND Bill Clinton should have resigned.

· Free-market capitalism is cruelly destructive AND free-market capitalism is creative and liberating.

· Michael Moore is brilliant and invaluable AND Michael Moore plays fast and loose with the facts.

· Embryonic stem cell research must be allowed to proceed AND such research poses moral risks that society can’t gloss over.

How do you feel about his premise? How do you deal with paradox in your own life?

Moment of Silence 

Supportive Response  This is a time to supportively respond to something another person said or—without judgment or advice—to relate additional thoughts that may have occurred as others shared.

Extinguishing the Chalice & Closing Reading

	
	Barry Lopez


	If there is a stage at which an individual life  becomes truly adult, it must be when one grasps the irony in its unfolding and accepts responsibility for a life lived in the midst of … paradox.  There are simply no answers to some of the great pressing questions.  You continue to live them out, making your life a worthy expression of leaning into the light.




Closing.  Our time together in this Fellowship Group is at an end.
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