SMALL GROUP MINISTRY

Hope

Small Group Ministry Institute, The Mountain, August 2008
Opening Words and Chalice Lighting

Spirit of Life and Love,

We have gathered here in


search of answers to hard questions.

We have come in search of understanding ,


In search of community.

We have come in search of hope and healing.

Let this be a place not only of searching, 


But of discovery.

Let this be a place no only of learning,

But of wisdom.

Let this be a place not only of meeting,


But of connection.

And let this be a place where healing fosters giving,


And hope fosters service.






Rev. Sue Ayer

Check-in: What would you like to share about how you are today?

Topic for sharing/listening:

1. What does hope mean to you?

2. When has your sense of hope been shaken?

Describe what happened and how you responded.

3. From what do you draw hope in your personal life?

Closing:

Hope drifts up

Covering my soul

Such comfort.


D. Schmid, The Mountain Institute 2008

A fiery orange ball

The sun rises again today

My heart begins to warm


C Holt, The Mountain Institute 2008
My father-in-law spent 7 years in a Siberian prison camp after World War I. He told me that of all the words he knows, the most important was HOPE.  D. Schmid, The Mountain Institute 2008
