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Guess Who Is Coming to (Thanksgiving) Dinner
Main Line Unitarian Church, Devon, PA
Openings Words and Chalice Lighting:
Guests are crucial to the making of any heart. Benedict instructed his monks to welcome the Divine in the stranger. He told them to look again, look deeper when you look into the eyes of strangers. If you want to be a person of great spirit, you can’t do life alone. If spirituality matters to you, you can’t do spirituality alone either. To really grow as a human being you need other people.
The stranger next door, and at our door, is particularly frightening. People have been hurt by strangers. When we speak of the depth of hospitality, we are proposing something scary and radical. But it’s worth the risk. Unless we find a way to open ourselves to others, we will grow even more isolated and frightened. If we do not find and practice ways of hospitality, we will grow increasingly hostile. Hospitality is the answer to hostility.
~ Daniel Holman and Lonni Collins Pratt - Radical Hospitality: Benedict’s Way of Love

Check-In / Sharing:  What’s on your mind today?  

Focus Reading:

Our harvest being gotten in, our governor sent four men on fowling, that so we might after a special manner rejoice together after we had gathered the fruits of our labor. They four in one day killed as much fowl as, with a little help beside, served the company almost a week. At which time, amongst other recreations, we exercised our arms, many of the Indians coming amongst us, and among the rest their greatest king Massasoit, with some ninety men, whom for three days we entertained and feasted, and they went out and killed five deer, which we brought to the plantation and bestowed on our governor, and upon the captain and others. And although it be not always so plentiful as it was at this time with us, yet by the goodness of God, we are so far from want that we often wish you partakers of our plenty.

~ Edward Winslow, in Mourt's Relation: A Journey of the Pilgrims in Plymouth
Focus Questions:

1. Would you be comfortable sitting with a stranger, not a fellow UU you haven’t yet met, but a stranger in the true sense of the word: someone whose manners, personal hygiene, appearance, and beliefs differ from yours, at the Thanksgiving table?

2. Have you ever felt like you were the “stranger” at a Thanksgiving table?

3. Is there value for you in crossing paths with those who are different from you? 

4. What stands in the way of you opening yourself to a stranger? Is it worth the risk?
Closing Words & Extinguishing Chalice:

"Gratitude is a quality similar to electricity: it must be produced and discharged and used up in order to exist at all."

~ William Faulkner
